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For about 10years I photographed rituals and
events around Durban and other parts of the
country. These included Christian, Hindu,
Jewish, Islamic faiths, practices linked to
ancestral veneration and the New Age
movement. In some instances, the spiritual
practice is largely traditional, as in the Hindu
and African ceremonies. In others, they have
been influenced by outside forces as in the
Zion Christian movement - a creolisation of
African tradition and Christianity. Along the
way I encountered unexpected
commonalities. Trance states cross over
African, Hindu and Islamic traditions.
My approach has been to allow the camera to
narrate the journey of spirituality, following a
diversity of events and rituals that in some way
reflects The Moving Spirit, running through my country and southern Africa. This is no
attempt to be an A-Z on religions in the region but rather a personal journey documenting
the spiritual practices that I have chosen to connect with. Our country in recent years has
been through a process of national healing, if you like, with the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission. Hidden atrocities were brought into the open, to reveal the truth, to heal,
forgive and move on. I, too, with or without my camera, am part of a country trying to heal.
In this journey I join millions of South Africans continuously on a pilgrimage beyond politics
and platitudes….in search of the transcendent spirit.
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In Search of the San – Slide Show and Talk by Paul Weinberg
I began a journey documenting Africa’s first people in 1984. While today there are an
estimated 100 000 San who live in southern Africa, predominately in Namibia, Botswana and
to a lesser extent in South Africa, their one time harmonic relationship with nature and the
environment has been under serious threat during the 20th and 21st century. A myriad of
factors have contributed to this chapter of their existence, very few have to do with the San
themselves but rather are about the relationship of others to them. Waves of settlers both
black and white, heightened contest for land, insensitive ideologies, greed and short sighted
visions, have all contributed to the precarious existence of the San. This slide show
documents my journeys over the last 30 years.

